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THE RUINS AND HISTORIC SITES
OF MANY TEMPLES WITHIN THE VICINITY OF
THE HISTORICAL CITY OF AYUTTHAYA, WHICH
HAS SINCE BEEN LISTED AS A WORLD
HERITAGE SITE BY UNESCO,
COVER THE WHOLE OF KO MUEANG
AND ITS OUTLYING AREAS.

The greatness of this historical city owed much to
the culmination of wisdom that had been passed down over
the centuries, so that it was unique for the city to hand down
its glory from generation to generation. Furthermore,

it is a city of culture where people live to the present day.
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Ayutthaya entered a golden age
as a true kingdom following the
political and administrative revolu-
tion of the reign of King Boromma-
trailokkanat (1448 — 1488). With
its centralised power, there was a
clear division of duties, a distinct
separation between the military
and civil services. The relationship
between the people of the kingdom
and its rulers was defined by a

feudal system.

The stability of the city and its
strategically significant location
were both important factors in the

rise of Ayutthaya as an interna-

tional hub that linked the East to

the West. The Chao Phraya River
became a major life-line as a route
to the world outside the kingdom.
Forest things were important goods
traded among foreign merchants.
These elements combined to make
Ayutthaya crowded with markets
and areas of trade. There was a
constant stream of foreigners from
around the world passing through,
or making their homes there. It
quickly became a melting pot for

many nationalities that, despite

their differences, co-existed with
ease.

One prominent piece of evidence
that attests to Ayutthaya’s active
trade is a Statement of Luang Pradu
Nai Song Tham or the description
of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya’s
landscape. There were many mar-
kets on Ko Mueang, each peddling
different wares. A large majority of
the traders in these markets were
Customers

Chinese. looking for

Chinese sweets would be directed

to “Talad Khanom Jeen”. “Talat
Ban Chin” was located at the mouth
of Khlong Khun Lakhon Chai and
there was a brothel at the back of

the market.

“Talat Yai Thai Phra Nakhon”
was a large market that sold brass,
white gold and ceramic items
while “Talat Chi Kun” was a Mus-
lim market with halal food. If one
was in need of household items
like brooms, fans or mats, those
could be found at “Talat Na Wat
Mahathat”. Forest and sea things
as well as imported items were
also available at “Talat Nam Won
Bang Kacha”, which was situated
close to a foreign trade port.



If you find it difficult to im-
agine what the markets of this
period were truly like, you need
only take a look at the mural
paintings at Wat Choeng Tha,
where you can compare the mar-
kets of then to those of today.

The achievements of the mid-
Ayutthaya period are reflected
in its art; such as, the paint-
ings, sculptures, architecture
and fine art that were created
in honour of Buddhism. They

are singularly beautiful and

PAGE .

city’s past

truly represent the
splendour.

The glorious tale of this once
past capital is etched onto the
history of the world through the
surviving ruins, sites and an-
tiquities preserved at the Chao
Sam Phraya National Museum,
as well as the settlements of its
people, including the foreign
villages outlying Ko Mueang to

the south.
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MOST OF THE MAGNIFICENT
ARCHITECTURE AND SCULPTURES
OF THE AYUTTHAYA PERIOD WERE
CRAFTED FOR WORSHIP AND
DEVOTED TO BUDDHISM.

Their beauty represents beliefs and technical
masteries that were accumulated over many gen-
erations; a collection adapted from a variety of
arts to form its own unique style.

A prominent feature of the mid-Ayutthaya period is the bell-shaped
chedi; such as, those found at Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon, Wat Phra Si
Sanphet and many more. Ubosots (ordination halls) from this period
were usually very large and often served as the main structure of a temple.
During the late-Ayutthaya period, architecture began to show the
influence of the Western and Persian styles, as demonstrated by the
two-storey building of Wat Chao Ya and the “Kammalian” ruins of

Wat Kudi Dao.
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Buddha images were an extremely
prevalent subject of the sculptures.
In the mid- Ayutthaya period, many
of these Buddha images were com-
monly crafted with few adornments.
However, as time progressed into the
late-Ayutthaya period, they were often
given full or royal adornments. A
classic example of this is the exqui-
sitely crafted principal Buddha image
inside the Ubosot at Wat Na Phra Men.
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The Ayutthaya period was considered to be the golden age
of Thai art. The craftsmanship of the work from Ayutthaya
was superb and unique in every discipline, including archi-
tecture, painting and sculpture. This level of quality ex-

tended to both the royal and common craftsmen.

At the time of the fall of the Ayutthaya Kingdom,
its people scattered to escape the war. Once the conflict
had run its course, the people slowly began to resettle

and revive their practiced crafts.

Now that Ayutthaya has been recognised as a
World Heritage Site of Culture, this legacy of craftsman-
ship has become popular as souvenirs with tourists that
frequent the city. Moreover, many items also serve a

practical use in daily life. For example,




Khlong Sa Bua Cruses are the
craft made with an old skill that has
been passed down over generations
since the Ayutthaya period. These days,
the Khlong Sa Bua community still pro-
duces cruses, an earthenware pot, by
employing the same techniques their
ancestors did. Visitors can stop by Kh-
long Sa Bua near Wat Na Phra Men, to
see how these earthenware pots are
crafted and purchase their own.

The Aranyik Knife is
made of a very strong
iron and honed to a fine
edge, making it ideal for
many kinds of tasks. The
knives are produced at
Ban Phai Nong and Ban
Ton Pho, Ayutthaya-Tha
Ruea Road, Tha Chang
sub-district, Nakhon
Luang district. Aston-
ishingly, almost every
home in the area produc-
es the knives. You can
see their production and
buy your own at Winai
Ruaicharoen’s Shop, S.
Aranyik Cultural Centre,
Tra Samo Knife Shop, Tra
Mara Knife Factory and

many more places.



Palm Leaf Carp Mobile is a staple handicraft of
the Muslim community in Ban Hua Laem, Tha Wasukri
sub-district, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya district. While
it has become a popular souvenir among tourists, it is a
craft that has been passed down for over a century. The
main market for these is in front of the Phra Mongkhon-
bophit image hall, but if you would like to see how these
are made, you can visit Ban Hua Laem and Rattanachai

Shop on Rotchana Road.
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LIFESTYLE OF AYUTTHAYA
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THE LIFESTYLE OF AYUTTHAYA
ORIGINALLY CENTRED ON WATER AND
LARGE FIELDS. GROWING RICE WAS ONE OF
THE MAIN PROFESSIONS OF VILLAGERS;
AS SUCH, HOMES OF THE TIME WERE COM-
MONLY FOUND ALONG THE RIVERS AND

CANALS.

They were often built facing the water with rice fields in the back, and
elevated from the ground to deal with the seasonal flooding. Deposits
would collect during the water season, rendering the soil fertile and

ideal for growing rice. Other villagers plied their trade as fishermen

on the many rivers and canals; others still worked as craftsmen.
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As time progressed, new develop-
ments had an impact upon the Ayutthayan
lifestyle. Things like new roads, railways,
large agricultural dams and governmental
policies have moved Ayutthaya towards an
industrial district. Rice fields have been
transformed into hundreds of factories and
many of the younger generation have left
the fields to become factory workers.

Descendants of Ayutthaya

In the past, Ayutthaya was a capital city and a port ~
of international trade. Next to the Ayutthaya natives,
there were scores of other nationalities that came to
trade or settle in the area. Throughout the generations,
they have become part of Ayutthaya’s people, yet many
have still kept traits or traditions unique to their re-

spective communities.






Muslim Community

Many Muslims, often referred to as “Khaek”, came to live in Ayut-
thaya during a time when it was still a capital city. They were commonly
divided into two groups that denoted where they came from. “Khaek Tani”
was the people that emigrated from Pattani and built their homes tightly
around Khlong Takhian, south of Ko Mueang. The second group was “Khaek
Thet”; it was comprised of Persians or Iranians, Arabs and Indians, most of
whom lived at Thung Lumphli, Thung Phukhao Thong and Thung Hua Laem.
The latter had a great deal of influence during the Ayutthaya period, shap-
ing some aspects of economics, trade and administration. Sheikh Ahmad, the
first Sheikhul Islam in Thailand who was appointed in the Ayutthaya period,

and progenitor of the Bunnag family, was Persian.

Vietnamese Community

The Vietnamese community is located in Samphao Lom sub-district
and also called Ban Yuan. It is a large Roman Catholic community having the
Saint Joseph Catholic Church as its centre. The Vietnamese emigrated in the

late-Ayutthaya period.

Laotian Community

The Laotian community can be found along the Pa Sak River in Na-
khon Luang district, an area that is comprised of Ban Sam Thai, Ban Ton Pho
and Ban Phai Nong. The community members are descendants of Laotian
craftsmen, blacksmiths and goldsmiths that escaped a terrible drought in
Vientiane to settle here during the time of King Rama II. Their craftsmanship
has been passed down over generations to today. Ban Ton Pho and Ban Phai
Nong are famed for producing quality knives which are sold in Northern Ban

Aranyik. Knives from here are commonly called “Aranyik Knives”.

Additionally, there is a Chinese community around the Hua Ro and
Chao Phrom Markets, the Pom Phet area and Wat Phananchoeng. A Mon com-

munity can also be found at Ban Sao Kradong in Bang Pa-in district.
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//

THE GEOGRAPHY
AND ENVIRONMENT
OF AN AREA OFTEN HAVE A GREAT
INFLUENCE ON THE LIFESTYLE OF THE
LOCALS, INCLUDING THE TYPES
OF FOOD THEY EAT.

//

Ayutthaya sits on a basin plain surrounded by rivers; therefore,
its people have an affinity with rice fields and rivers. Local
food consists mainly of natural fish and vegetables.

During the reign of King Narai the Great, the French envoy
Simon de La Loubre wrote in “A New Historical Relation of
the Kingdom of Siam”, that the rivers of Ayutthaya were filled
with fish. While people mainly ate rice and fish, its prepara-
tions varied greatly; such as, being boiled, dried and salted
or with fresh vegetables from a pond or forest. Meat from the

likes of cows, buffalos, pigs or chickens was not very popular.
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However, at the time of the mid
Ayutthaya period, when interna-
tional trade was at its peak during
the reign of King Narai the Great,
there was contact with people from
numerous foreign countries; such
as, Japan, Portugal and Persia.
Their different cultures seeped
into Ayutthaya, bringing with them

their own flavours of food.




Many modern Thai dishes owe their origins to
foreign influences from the Ayutthaya period. Khanom
Thong Yip, Khanom Thong Yot, and Foi Thong, just to name
a few, all have Portuguese roots. A key figure in helping
spread this influence was Marie Guimar de Pinha or Tanquimar,
known in Thailand as Thao Thong Kip Ma, who was of mixed
Portuguese-Japanese-Bengali ancestry. During her time, she
worked in the Royal Palace as the head cook for King Narai
the Great. Many of her inventive desserts were the adapta-
tion of Portuguese dishes with local ingredients; such as co-
conut, flour, eggs and sugar, thereby transforming them into

“Khanom Thai” (Thai Desserts).

Matsaman and Karuma curries can be traced back to
Persian dishes that came to Siam (Thailand) during

the Ayutthaya period, as well.
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